Geography of Ancient Greece 
Major Geographic Features of Ancient Greece:
· Mountains

· Islands

· Seas
Some major geographic features of Greece:

· Mount Olympus – Home of the Gods (Zeus, Athena)

· Mediterranean Sea

· Aegean Sea

· Balkan Peninsula- mainland Greece, juts out into the Mediterranean Sea

· Island of Crete (Minoans)

· Peloponnesia – where the Spartans settled
Negative Effects of Geography:

· Mountains- limited the amount of arable(farmable) land to be farmed                  

                       Major crops: olives, grapes

                       Led to geographic isolation

· Islands – Separated Greeks from one another and therefore contributed to the formation of City-States

Positive Affects of Geography:
· Mountains – separated Greek cities from each other which helped the formation of city-states
· Seas – Highways for trade
            Connected Greeks to other civilizations

             Egypt, Phoenicia and Persia

Were the ancient Greeks culturally isolated? Why or why not?

· Yes: the islands and mountains helped isolate Greek cities thereby leading to the development of city-states, limited farmable lands.
· NO: the seas were highways of trade and connected ancient Greeks to foreign cultures.  Ancient Greeks relied heavily on trade for food.
· NO: ancient Greeks had common characteristics such as Language, Gods and love of sports (Olympics)
Ancient Greece did not have a significant river system to provide them with fertile land, therefore, they relied on trade with foreign cultures for food.

Ancient Greeks open to new ideas from foreigners, they adopted their alphabet from the Phoenicians.

